





times a whole Christian community has broken down because it
ish dream. The serious Christian, set down for the first time in a
,, is likely to bring with him a very definite idea of what

T should be and to try to realize it. But God’s grace speedily

5. Just as surely as God desires to lead us to a knowledge of
lowship, so surely must we be nverwhelmed by a great
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God hates visionary dreaming; it makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. ? 0
The man who fashions a visionary ideal of community demands that it be realized
by God, by others, and by himself. He enters the community of Christians with his
demands, sets up his own law, and judges the brethren and God Himself accordingly.
He stands adamant, a living reproach to all others in the circle of brethren. He acts
as if he is the creator of the Christian community, as if his dream binds men
together. When things do not go his way, he calls the effort a failure. When his ideal
picture is destroyed, he sees the community going to smash. So he becomes, first an
accuser of his brethren, then an accuser of God, and finally the despairing accuser of
himself.

Because God has already laid the only foundation of our fellowship, because

God has bound us together if one body with other Christians in Jesus Christ, long

before we entered into common life with them, we enter into the common life not as
demanders but as thankful recipients. We thank God for what He has done for us.

We thank God for giving us brethren who live by His call, by His forgiveness, and His
promise. We do not complain of what God does not give us; we rather thank God for
what he does give us daily. And is not what has been given us enough: brothers, who
will go on living with us through sin and need under the blessing of His grace? Is the

\\'{5 Q\ 4, divine gift of Christian fellowship anything less than this, any day, even the most
,d'.f difficult and distressing day? Even when sin and misunderstanding burden the
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communal life, is n e sinning brother still a brother, with whom I, too, stand
under the Word of Christ? Will not his sin be a constant occasion for me to give
thanks that both of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Jesus Christ? Thus the
very hour of disillusionment with my brother becomes incomparably salutary,
because it so thoroughly teaches me that neither of us can ever live by our own
words and deeds, but only by that one Word and Deed whlcﬂﬁl_lltﬂgds us

together—the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ. When the morning mists of dreams
vanish, then dawns the bright day of Christian fellowship.

Question: In what ways are we demanders as opposed to thankful recipients?

Question: How often do we make the sin of our brother or sister an occasion for

tha iving that with ive to r in the forgivin e od in Jesus

Christ? What is the individual benefit of this approach? What is the church
community benefit of this approach?
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In the Christian community thankfulness is just what it is anywhere else in
the Christian life. Only he who gives thanks for little things receives the big things.
We prevent God from giving us the great spiritual gifts He has in store for us,
because we do not give thanks for daily gifts. We think we dare not be satisfied with
the small measure of spiritual knowledge, experience, and love that has been given
to us, and that we must constantly be looking forward eagerly for the highest good.
Then we deplore the fact that we lack the deep certainty, the strong faith, and the
rich experience that God has given to others, and we consider this lament to be
pious. We pray for the big thmgs and forget to give thanks for the ordmary, small

thankfully receive from Him the little things? If we do not glve thanks daily for the
Christian fellowship in which we have been placed, even where there is not great
experience, no discoverable riches, but much weakness, small faith, and difficulty; if
on the contrary, we only keep complaining to God that everything is so paltry and
petty, so far from what we expected, then we hinder God from letting our fellowship
grow according to the measure and riches which are there for us all in Jesus Christ.
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This applies in a special way to the complaints often heard from pastors and &* AelS

zealous members about their congregations. A pastor should not complain about his
congregation, certainly never to other people, but also not to God. A congregation
has not been entrusted to him in order that he should become its accuser before God
and men. When a person becomes alienated from a Christian community in which
he has been placed and begins to raise complaints about it, he had better examine
himself first to see whether the trouble is not due to his wish dream that should be
shattered by God; and if this be the case, let him thank God for leading him into this
predicament. But if not, let him nevertheless guard against ever becoming an
accuser of the congregations before God. Let him rather accuse himself for his
unbelief. Let him pray God for an understanding of his own failure and his particular
sin, and pray that he may not wrong his brethren. Let him, in the consciousness of
his own guilt, make intercession for his brethren. Let him do what he is committed
to do, and thank God.

Question: So for whom and what should we be thanking God for giving to
Westminster Presbyterian Church? What are some ordinary, small gifts we may
have neglected to receive with thanksgiving?

Questions: What are we to do to diminish the number of accusers within our
fellowship (besides pray for them/ourselves)?
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Christian community is like the Christian’s sanctification. It is a gift of God  FerLiows iy P
which we cannot claim. Only God knows the real state of our fellowship, of our 51{ '
sanctification. What may appear weak and trifling to us may be great and glorious to 2)0 6/

God. Just as the Christian should not be constantly feeling his spiritual pulse, so too,
the Christian community has not been given to us by God for us to be constantly
taking its temperature. The more thankfully we daily receive what is given to us, the
more surely and steadily will fellowship increase and grow from day to day as God
pleases.

Christian brotherhood is not an ideal which we must realize; it is rather a
reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate. The more clearly we

learn to recognize that the ground and strength and promise of all our fellowship is
in Jesus Christ alone, the more serenely shall we think of our fellowship and pray

and hope for it.

Question: So how does God use Christian community to sanctify us? In what ways
can you identify God is currently sanctifying you through Christian community?

|‘,me4 c‘é‘L\&r"\r)f;mé [RoN ~ AocounTh b.fc,f‘rt/
EC puk A ﬂgﬂ’!EMT: VOTES
v f'é;n’w[& Shur w3

Question: Are you sincerely in regular enough fellowship with this congregation for
it to be an agent of God’s sanctifying work? N
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